Sangster PTA Meeting Minutes – March 1, 2011
The meeting was called to order by Monica Grose at 7:00 p.m. There were 28 people in attendance.
Bradsher

Springfield school board representative Liz Bradsher was a guest speaker. She addressed the membership and took questions. She discussed the board’s recent vote on elementary school redistricting and explained why Sangster would not be getting more students. She discussed budget issues before the board and stressed her support for full-day kindergarten and teacher pay increases. She discussed fees for AP testing and sports and her desire to hold the line on class size. Bradsher also responded to recent controversy over the school system’s disciplinary hearings. Both Bradsher and Principal Gail Kinsey outlined their objections to a state proposal to increase PE time in elementary schools to 150 minutes per week -- up from the current 90 minutes at Sangster.
Minutes

A motion was made to accept the minutes from the February PTA meeting. The minutes were approved.

Principal’s Report:

Gail Kinsey thanked the PTA for the Valentine goodies provided at a staff meeting. She discussed the mid-year conferences with teachers and mid-year planning sessions. She encouraged everyone to view photos on display at Sangster from Ann Rollins’ trip to Haiti and reported on the success of a recent clothing drive at Sangster for the homeless. Kinsey again expressed concerns about proposals to increase PE time in elementary schools, citing lack of space and staff and concerns about what subjects would have to be trimmed to make time for more PE. She also discussed the recent Snuggle Up and Read Night and a presentation she made with Assistant Principal Allison Jankovich on Sangster’s AAP program.
Assistant Principal’s Report:

Allison Jankovich reported that she’s overseeing testing season at Sangster. She discussed the 6th grade math assessments, in-house assessments on reading and math, the upcoming SOLs in May, ESOL assessments and SOL remediation efforts for students.

Treasurer’s Report: 
Mark Marsden discussed concerns that only 11 teachers to date had made use of the PTA $50-grant program. He discussed the PTA’s lunch support program, the musical theater volunteer fees and the possibility of using technology funds in the budget for the purchase of more ELMOs for  classrooms.

Marsden also reported a checking account balance of $89,760.06 as of February 28.

PTA Events

Monica Grose discussed the recent PTA movie night and Snuggle Up and Read event. She reported the PTA will sponsor Shamrock Bingo in March.

Business Matters

Grose noted that parent volunteers are needed to help the PE teachers when the Bowl America Bowling Truck comes to Sangster.

She presented a slate of candidates for the nominating committee that will help select candidates for next year’s PTA board. The members of the proposed committee are Paul Sita, Leah Esper and Sheri Jackson. A motion was made to accept the committee. The motion was approved.

A motion was made to use PTA funds set aside for Technology in the budget to purchase 10 ELMOs for the classrooms. The motion was approved.

Committee Reports:

Linda Whitestone reported on the progress to date on information-gathering for a track at Sangster. She noted the best alternative appears to be a 1/6-mile, blue stone surface track that would cost approximately $35,000-38,000. She noted it’s within the PTA budget, requires little maintenance and can be constructed without the need for lengthy groundwater and environmental impact studies. There was discussion about the effect the track might have on community teams which currently use the field for soccer.

Since the money raised through  Race for Education may not cover all of the track expenses, Marsden made a motion requesting that he be allowed to tap the PTA reserve fund to cover any shortage of funds. The motion was approved. A motion was made to move forward with the track project. The motion was approved.

Heather Aycock discussed the school library’s interest in bringing a guest author to speak with students. She reported that Katherine Benda asked that the PTA let her know how much it would be willing to give in support of the program. Aycock also discussed possible library fundraisers to help finance a guest author’s program. Grose said she would follow up with the executive board and Benda. 

Eric Payne reported on the upcoming Odyssey of the Mind competition.

Whitestone reported that the school will be receiving more than $7,000 from the Giant, Safeway, Harris Teeter and Amazon fundraising programs.

Jankovich reported that the Box Tops for Education campaign had raised approximately $1300 since October.

Joyce Maryanopolis reported on Fun Fair and the need to fill some volunteer vacancies.

Grose reported that she’ll be cleaning out the PTA closet and anyone with questions about materials being stored in the closet contact her.

Adjournment:

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.[image: image1]
