Sangster PTA Meeting Minutes – October 7, 2010
The meeting was called to order by Monica Grose at 7:06 p.m. There were 31 people in attendance.
A motion was made to accept the minutes from the September PTA meeting. The minutes were approved.
Old Business:

President Grose introduced the PTA officers, talked about the clubs that are getting under way and reminded the membership about the deadline for the PTA newsletter. She introduced Joanna Larsen who presented a Virginia PTA Legislative update.

Larsen discussed five initiatives in which the state PTA is seeking a show of support from local chapters. The issues involve bike safety, gang-free zones, charter schools, gun safety and safe routes to schools. Those present were given a chance to review the Virginia PTA’s handout and return a ballot at the end of the meeting. Additional copies were to be made available in the school office.

Kristen McDaniel reported on the progress being made in the Race for Education fundraiser. She said they expect to send out 600 to 800 fundraising letters per grade. Allison Jankovich will act as treasurer to handle the incoming checks, and a thank you committee will send out thank you notes to large contributors. She reported that approximately 150 books of stamps and $1,000 for postage has been contributed. McDaniel also mentioned that those who hadn’t seen it already should check the Race for Education video on the PTA website.

Principal’s Report:

Gail Kinsey reported that a meeting for parents new to Sangster was held on September 22. She noted that the required school improvement plan was submitted to the district and will be posted on the Sangster website. It’s a three-part plan that includes reading goals for the 4th grade class, SMART goals for 6th grade and service learning hours for 6th grade. She discussed teacher workshops, plans for a new knitting club at the school and the teacher evaluation process at Sangster. Kinsey also announced a teacher had been hired as maternity relief for Mrs. Barrett.
Vice Principal’s Report:

Chris Summers reported on the schedule for mandated fire, bus evacuation and tornado drills at the school.
Treasurer’s Report: 
Mark Marsden noted that the auditor’s report was made available at the last meeting, and the membership voted to approve the report -- once everyone present had a chance to review it.

Marsden noted that he is now serving his second year as treasurer for the PTA and would not be eligible to continue the job next year, so he offered to begin working with anyone who might be interested in running for treasurer next year.

Marsden presented a corrected version of last month’s budget report and noted the new checking account balance for August 31, 2010 is $21, 896.59. The balance for September 30, 2010 is $32,167.42.

Marsden explained the PTA dues system and discussed the teacher grants that will be available this year.
He noted that an amended budget will be presented at the November PTA meeting.

New Business/Committee Reports: 
Heather Aycock discussed the annual book fair coming up in November, and a date was set for the ice cream social – Thursday, November 18.
Grose discussed the PTA flyer approval process and the goal of moving toward electronic distribution of the flyers.

Denise Krug reported on the Pyramid Challenge race, and the PTA decided to give a requested $200 donation for the event.

Isabel Main discussed plans for creating a teacher wish list system that would work along the lines of the freecycle and craigslist websites to match teacher needs with family donations.

V.P. Linda Whitestone led discussion of the committee reports. She reported on the volunteer committee, actions by the hospitality committee, and fund-raising programs through organizations such as Giant, Harris Teeter, Amazon.com and Box Tops for education. 

The membership discussed the need for a new button maker and plans were made to purchase a machine that could also be used as a fund-raising activity at events such as Fun Fair.

Adjournment:

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.[image: image1]
