Sangster PTA Meeting Minutes – September 9, 2010
The meeting was called to order by Monica Grose at 7:06 p.m. There were 51 people in attendance.
A motion was made to accept the minutes from the June PTA meeting. The minutes were approved.
Old Business:

Grose introduced the PTA officers and discussed the Internet Security meeting and the survey on fundraising that were conducted during the last school year.

Principal’s Report:

Gail Kinsey reported that Sangster’s enrollment was at an all-time high in the 11 years she’s been at the school. There are 854 students at the school, and Sangster is using all of its available classroom and office space. Kinsey outlined the changes in teaching staff  this year – new teachers and those who changed grades. She described class sizes as big this year, averaging 27 to 28 students in the upper grades. However, she said class sizes are still below the maximum caps of 30 students in grades K-3 and 35 students in grades 4-6.

Kinsey appealed to parents who pack lunches to send utensils with their children and donate plastic spoons and forks if possible. She also mentioned that chocolate milk has been removed from the cafeteria because it contains high-fructose corn syrup.

Vice Principal’s Report:

Chris Summers reported that there are now nine buses serving Sangster, instead of the 11 the school had last year. He discussed problems with crowding and bus routes and said he has talked to transportation officials about the school’s concerns. He offered to give parents contact numbers if they would like to express any of their concerns.
Summers also reported on standardized testing at Sangster. He said the Naglieri and CogAt testing would begin in October for second-graders, and this year first-graders will be given the Naglieri, too. Starting next year, the Naglieri will be administered in first grade.
Kinsey and Summers reminded parents to buy from Amazon thru the PTA website to help benefit the school and to keep sending in Box Tops. The Box Top fundraising goal this year is $4,000.

Treasurer’s Report: 
Mark Marsden reported that as of August 31, 2010, there is a balance of $21,910.44 in the PTA budget.  He presented the just-completed audit and submitted it for membership approval at next month’s meeting. There was a discussion about financing of PTA-sponsored clubs and Marsden explained they must be self-funded. On a bright note, he reported the PTA is carrying over more money into the new school year than expected.

New Business/Committee Reports: 
Grose reported that details about the fall Race for Education fundraiser will be sent home in Thursday folders, beginning next week. She said the PTA is hoping to raise money for technology in the classrooms and a track for the school. Initial estimates put the cost of a standard asphalt track at $35,000 to $45,000.

Kristin McDaniel presented details on the preparations for the jog-a-thon. It will be held November 12, and the fundraising goal is $25,000. Students will be practicing for the run in PE classes and working on donor letters in their language arts classes. Corporate donors are being sought to help cover the costs of running the event.
Karen Ward presented her plan for leading an Arts and Crafts Club. The plan was accepted and the club will start later this year. There was discussion about whether students should be admitted to this and other clubs on a first-come/first-serve basis or by lottery. The general consensus was that a lottery system would be the most fair, and that system will be used in the future for any clubs with a limited membership.
There was discussion about vacant PTA committee positions, the volunteer sign-up sheet sent home to parents and the PTA membership directory.

Adjournment:

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 p.m.

[image: image1]
