Sangster PTA Meeting Minutes – October 6, 2011
The meeting was called to order by PTA President Monica Grose at 7:00 p.m. There were 18 people in attendance.
Minutes

Secretary Carol Ochs noted that a draft version of the minutes is now being posted on the Sangster PTA website following PTA meetings. Members may review them online before voting on the minutes at the next PTA meeting.
The September PTA meeting minutes were approved on a unanimous voice vote.

Principal’s Report 
Principal Chris Summers reported on the successful volunteer and new parent orientations, He announced he’ll be starting a series of Principal Coffee Talks for parents on topics such as EMIS, a new math program being introduced in the county patterned after Sangster’s math program.
Summers gave a presentation on Sangster students’ 2011 SOL scores and reported pass rates as high as 99 and 100 percent in some subject areas. The school did not make adequate yearly progress in math scores for students with disabilities, but he said changes were made in math education this year to help those students boost their scores.
Assistant Principal’s Report
Assistant Principal Allison Jankovich reported on changes in the way Instructional Assistants are being used in classrooms this year, and the PTA agreed to make the Cash for Classrooms grant program available to IAs. 
Jankovich also discussed the upcoming CogAT test for second-graders and the Naglieri test for first graders.

Business Matters
Grose noted the new PTA website has received 8,600 hits and 262 members have used the new online sign-up system. However, the number of volunteer forms completed online is down from the paper form count last year. She reminded the membership about the new form necessary to reserve space for clubs and activities in Sangster. She also noted that a Cash for Classrooms flyer would be going out soon to teachers. If anyone has PTA news to be posted on the website, it should be sent to the PTA president. No political announcements allowed.
Sangster PTA legislative representative Bob Larsen was not present, but Grose noted that he has posted a Virginia PTA ballot on the website that members can use to express their views on funding for PE, school calendars and virtual and online schools. Only registered PTA members may vote.
Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Michelle Nocerito presented the treasurer’s report for September and noted a checking account balance on September 30 of $35,981.33. She provided an overview of the PTA budget and noted that the current budget includes $14,000 from the Race For Education fundraiser. She said the budget will likely be adjusted next month to reflect actual returns from the fundraiser.

PTA Events
Grose announced the PTA will host a luncheon for custodial and cafeteria staff on Oct. 13 and an ice cream social in conjunction with the Sangster Book Fair on November 15. 
Committee Reports

Vice President Linda Whitestone reported on the Race For Education fundraiser, and there was general discussion about the fundraising process and how the money will be used. She noted that the fall musical theater workshops have begun and there is a need for volunteers to help the Building and Grounds Committee.
Heather Aycock provided an update on the Book Fair, which will be held the week of November 14. There was discussion about a visiting author program.
Jason Regnier discussed plans for this year Robotics Club.
Robin Chew reported on the luncheons being planned by the Hospitality Committee.

Grose discussed some of the activities being planned by the Family Fun Committee.

There was discussion about possible leaders or organizations to run Science Club.

Karin Adams discussed plans for judging the Reflections Program.

Susie Criste reported on upcoming cultural arts programs, such as Bash The Trash and Nana Puddin’. Principal Summers noted that about three cultural programs a year would be a good number to avoid taking too much time away from instruction. Grose noted that the PTA also is working on sponsoring an anti-bullying assembly.
Adjournment
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m.[image: image1]
