Sangster PTA Meeting Minutes – April 7, 2011
The meeting was called to order by Monica Grose at 7:05 p.m. There were 16 people in attendance.
ELMO

Technology teacher Kristina Culkin introduced Mike Kelly, a sales representative for the ELMO projection devices, who demonstrated how the ELMO technology can be used in the classroom. He described the ELMOs as a “digital camera on a stick” and explained the many ways teachers can use them. Culkin said she has requests from teachers for 20 ELMOs. The PTA authorized the purchase of 10 at the last meeting.

Minutes

A motion was made to accept the minutes from the March PTA meeting. The minutes were approved.

Assistant Principal’s Report:

Allison Jankovich provided an update on Gail Kinsey and said Sangster is in the process of adopting her new school, Fairfax Villa, as a sister school, since our current sister school is no longer in as much need of the partnership. She introduced Acting Principal Armando Perry and outlined the process for selecting a successor to Kinsey.
Jankovich said her focus in May will be SOLs and a tentative testing schedule has been released. 

Jankovich reported that the Lost and Found area is overflowing. In the past, parents had suggested that someone go through the items and contact people if names were found on the items. Grose explained that could only be done if someone volunteers for the duty. Jankovich also mentioned that last year, Nancy Rowson’s class hung clothing items on the playground fence for kids to peruse at recess. Michelle Nocerito volunteered to help if the school chooses to try that again.

Jankovich praised Sangster’s teachers for their presentations and high rate of participation in the Share Fair on the teacher workday April 4.

Until a principal is found, Jankovich urged parents to “help me, help you.”

Acting Principal’s Report:

Perry, the assistant principal at Irving Middle School, noted that he was impressed with what he’s seen during his short time at Sangster. He said he would be meeting with all the 6th grade classes this week to answer their questions about middle school. He’s emphasizing good organization and good choices about friends.

Treasurer’s Report: 
Mark Marsden presented the treasurer’s report for March and discussed amendments to the budget concerning the Race for Education fundraiser, cost of the track, the president’s discretionary fund and web hosting costs. He also discussed budget items such as Science Olympiad, Nana Pudding, visiting author fee, teacher grants and the ELMO expenditures.
Marsden reported a checking account balance of $99,002.88 as of March 31, 2011

A motion was made to accept the budget amendments. The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote.
Jennifer Lambert, at the PTA’s request, outlined how fees are collected and spent in the musical theater program at Sangster and noted that this year’s show was coming up the first week in May.

PTA Events:
Grose reported that Sangster will have its annual day at the Potomac Nationals on June 12 with the kids getting to sing the national anthem.

VP Linda Whitestone is finalizing details on an Internet Safety program for May or June.

Business Matters:
Former PTA president Paul Sita, representing the nominating committee, announced the candidates for next year’s PTA offices. They are: President-Monica Grose, VP-Linda Whitestone, Treasurer-Michelle Nocerito and Secretary-Carol Ochs. Members will vote on the officers at the next meeting in May.

Grose noted that in response to auditor’s concerns about spending oversight, a Finance Committee will be formed to oversee financial issues. It will include former and past PTA officers and teacher and parent representatives. She noted that several committee leads will be stepping down at the end of the year and replacements will need to be found. In addition, in response to a Virginia PTA mandate, all contracts with the PTA must now be signed by the PTA president, rather than committee leaders.

Committee Reports:

Whitestone reported on upcoming events to be hosted by the Hospitality Committee. 
Jankovich gave an update on the Box Tops fundraiser, which brought in about $3000 this year.

Whitestone said now that funding for the track has been approved, she will move immediately to change the status of our track work “request” with the county to a work “order.” The order will go into a cue of pending projects, but work is expected to be completed by the start of school in the fall. Installation should take less than a week.

Joyce Maryanopolis reported on Fun Fair and the need to fill some volunteer vacancies.

Cultural Arts head Susan Criste reported on Nana Pudding, and plans were discussed to work with Lambert on possibly adding a Broadway performance assembly this year.
Grose noted that Sherri Jackson has again agreed to head up the Race for Education fundraiser in the fall.

Adjournment:

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 p.m.[image: image1]
