Sangster PTA Meeting Minutes – May 6, 2010
Call to Order: 
Paul Sita called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. Eleven people were in attendance. A motion was made to accept the minutes from the April PTA meeting. The April minutes were approved.
Treasurer’s Report: 
As of April 30, 2010, there is a balance of  $16,535.27. Mark Marsden presented statements on income and spending from Fun Fair. The event raised $7,786.67 this year compared to $8,973.05 in 2009, but it was noted that the event was held for a shorter time period and there was no raffle this year. Gail Kinsey and Chris Summers were happy with the results and reported no major problems during the event. A motion was made to amend the budget to adjust spending on Sally Foster and Teacher Appreciation items. The motion was approved. A discussion was held on dues for next year and possible changes in fundraising activities.
Principal’s Report: 
Gail expressed her thanks for all the Teacher Appreciation events being held and commended Joyce Maryanopolis for all her work on Fun Fair. She reported that Sangster now has 815 students – the largest population in the ten years she has been principal at Sangster. She reported on the successful lock-down drill that was held, commended the 6th graders who participated in the Choral Festival, noted the successful Pamplin trip and discussed the popularity of the Fine Dining program. She announced that three teachers would be retiring at the end of the year – Ms. Kennedy, Ms. Parham and Ms. Abernathy – and noted that Ms. Rydholm will be moving from the area.

Vice Principal’s Report: 
Chris reported that Sangster is gearing up for SOLs, and tests are arriving and being kept under mandated security procedures. 

New Business: 
Paul announced that the next PTA meeting would begin in Ms. Rollins’ music room with a performance by the Bell Choir. There was discussion about this year’s Beauty and the Beast musical, praise for Ms. Lambert’s work, and talk about the need for more parental involvement in next year’s show. Ms. Greenawalt was praised for her successful after-school science program, and Ms. Kohn reported on the success of the Discovery Garden.

A motion was made to approve the slate of candidates for next year’s PTA board. The motion was approved. The new officers will be: President Monica Grose, Vice President Linda Whitestone, Treasurer Mark Marsden and Secretary Carol Ochs. The current board will serve through June.

Monica reported on the fundraising survey that was held online. There were 304 responses. The suggestion to end the fall fundraiser and just ask each family for a $50 donation received 46 percent of the vote. Thirty-one percent of those responding wanted to continue with Sally Foster. Seventeen percent thought the PTA should look for new ideas, and four percent wanted something similar to Sally Foster. There was discussion about the possibility of adopting a program such as Race for Education which was used successfully by West Springfield Elementary.
Since there were no volunteers to run the School Supply Kits program and there were problems with it in the past, the program will not be available for the next school year.

Linda Whitestone reported on Teacher Appreciation events and said the social committee has just one more event for this year – School Nurse’s Day.

There was some discussion about the Cool The Earth program and whether it would continue next year. 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
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